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HISMELT CORPORATION PTY LTD, KWINANA PROJECT 

917. Mr ANDREWS to the Premier: 
Will the Premier outline the action that the State Government has taken to support the proposed project planned 
by HIsmelt Corporation Pty Ltd for Kwinana? 

Dr GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for his question.   

Mr Barnett:  It should be in Geraldton. 

Dr GALLOP:  Say that again. 

Mr Barnett:  It should be in Geraldton because you don’t have the greenhouse gas energy or the water to put it 
there. 

Dr GALLOP:  The HIsmelt Corporation proposes to develop its pilot plant site in Kwinana into a commercial 
pig iron plant and, subject to feasibility, to install steel-making facilities.  The total investment could be some 
$1.2 billion and represents the culmination of many years research.  I recall being in a former Labor Government 
when the framework was set up to establish the HIsmelt research facility in Kwinana.   

Mr Barnett:  Are they going to use Pilbara iron ore? 
Dr GALLOP:  Knock, knock, knock at the development of the State.  I cannot believe it.  We are on the verge of 
a $1.2 billion investment and the Leader of the Opposition is knocking it. 
This project will add enormous value to Australian iron ore and increase national exports and national 
employment opportunities.  It also represents the large-scale commercial application of Australian innovation 
and technological development.  It is a first-class opportunity for value adding in Western Australia.   
Our Government has been active on two fronts.  First, we have worked hard to secure the land and port facilities 
for the project should it go ahead.  I have already applauded the efforts of the Minister for State Development 
and the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for doing that.  Secondly, I have written to the Prime Minister 
asking him to seriously consider this project.  I know that the Minister for State Development has expressed 
similar views.  In his response, the Prime Minister outlined that the Commonwealth is currently assessing 
HIsmelt’s request for assistance; I understand that is occurring at the moment.  I strongly urge the federal 
Government to support this project.  
Western Australia has experienced business investment of 20.9 per cent in the calendar year 2001 after three 
years of continuous decline.  Recently BHP Billiton announced a $1.1 billion mining area C iron ore mine, 
which will contribute new investment and growth to our State.  After many years of research and development 
and discussions with the HIsmelt Corporation, we are on the verge of making this project a reality for the people 
of Western Australia.  I urge the Prime Minister to give the project support because, if he does, there is a real 
possibility that the investment will come to Western Australia.   

As I said yesterday, the die is cast on the opposite side of the House, which has a philosophy and approach that is 
against the provision of infrastructure for jobs in Western Australia.  This side of the House takes a very 
proactive and positive approach to the future of Western Australia.  I ask Prime Minister John Howard to support 
Western Australia and we will deliver for the Australian nation. 
 


